
CreateCreate collaborative improvisational visual art and a story. Work with a partner to design imaginative 
characters and innovative items that could help them. 

Improv Art
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ConnectConnect several improvisation art forms. For example, explore the 
similarities between collaborative verbal improv (storytelling and 
drama) and collaborative visual art improv. Verbal improv involves two 
or more storytellers or actors building a plot by responding to what 
is said. It does not follow a set script; instead, new lines are improvised based on what was just said or 

done. Similarly, collaborative visual art improv means artists modify what they are creating in response to what another 
person adds to the drawing, painting, or sculpture. 
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CREATE collaborative improvisational visual art. Work with a partner to design innovative gadgets that could 
help kids solve problems. In the book Area 51 Interns—Alien Summer the kids used innovative gadgets to 
explore the biomes and protect themselves and their parents. Some of the gadgets they used were the 
Duplicator Gauntlets, Growth Ray, and special Flight Suit. You could redesign the tools from the book. Or 
better yet come up with your own innovative gadgets to deal with real or imaginary challenges. Design and 
name these new gadgets!  
 
While you and your partner are working, be sure to let flexible thinking guide your path forward. Start by 
asking each other a few questions such as:  
What is the problem we are trying to solve?  
How could new gadgets transform the situation or enhance our abilities? 
What special features would the gadgets need to keep us safe and make our plan successful?   
Carolyn—add a space with a few lines for kids to write. Next to the colored pencil tip have this LEMON YELLOW 
font prompt: What other questions should you and your partner discuss before drawing? 
 
 

   
 
Carolyn, On this page, include some of the illustrations from Area 51 Interns—Alien Summer. Remove the 
lengthy word descriptions, just include their names and the copy added next to the images. Kailee can get the 
high-res images from the publisher so please put a low res version in as a placeholder. 
 
 

    The Duplicator Gauntlets allow users to multiply themselves 
and anything they touch. 
  

Learning through the Arts
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RRespondespond  to your partner as you create 
collaborative improv art. Take turns 
drawing and adding ideas to the story. 
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PresentPresent your collaborative 
improv art and story to 
classmates. Describe the improv 
process. 

Collaboratively create your improv art.Collaboratively create your improv art.While you and your partner are working, let flexible 
thinking guide your path forward. Start by asking 
each other a few questions such as: 
•	 Who are the characters in our story? 
•	 How could new items transform their situation or 

enhance their abilities?
•	 What might change during the art-making and 

story-building process that could cause us to 
change the plans?

 

 

 Parker and Liam 
 

 Delany and Fiona 
 

 Nastia and Huey 
 
Include plenty of room on an interesting surface for their collaborative improv art. Provide a visual with 2 
different colored markers and this prompt 
Collaboratively create your improv art. 
 
PRESENT your collaborative improvisational visual art to classmates or family members. Describe the improv 
art-making process. Explain why collaboration is so important for innovation. Display the sketches of your 
gadget prototypes and discuss how the art evolved. Ask for their suggestions on how to improve these ideas. 
Encourage them to add to your collaborative sketches so you can see what they are thinking. 

Delany and Fiona

 

 

 Parker and Liam 

 

 Delany and Fiona 

 

 Nastia and Huey 

 
Include plenty of room on an interesting surface for their collaborative improv art. Provide a visual with 2 

different colored markers and this prompt 

Collaboratively create your improv art. 

 
PRESENT your collaborative improvisational visual art to classmates or family members. Describe the improv 

art-making process. Explain why collaboration is so important for innovation. Display the sketches of your 

gadget prototypes and discuss how the art evolved. Ask for their suggestions on how to improve these ideas. 

Encourage them to add to your collaborative sketches so you can see what they are thinking. 

Parker and Liam

 

 

 Parker and Liam  

 Delany and Fiona  

 Nastia and Huey  
Include plenty of room on an interesting surface for their collaborative improv art. Provide a visual with 2 different colored markers and this prompt Collaboratively create your improv art. 
 
PRESENT your collaborative improvisational visual art to classmates or family members. Describe the improv art-making process. Explain why collaboration is so important for innovation. Display the sketches of your gadget prototypes and discuss how the art evolved. Ask for their suggestions on how to improve these ideas. Encourage them to add to your collaborative sketches so you can see what they are thinking. 

Nastia and Huey


