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This guide helps teachers PREPARE for the Crayola Creativity Week daily theme e
Facing the Music. You can print the two downloadable Thinking Sheets: Music Notes %

with Personality and Original Guitar Faces as handouts for students or you could use the
Thinking Sheets as your guide while students work on plain paper. Either way, they can use a variety of art materials you
have on hand.

Crayola Creativity Week starts with an energetic spark as our inspiring host Kate Micucci introduces students to this special
celebration of creative self-expression. As Kate reads aloud the book The Note Who Faced the Music, by Lindsay Bonilla, she
shares her passion for the arts—drama, storytelling, puppetry, music, comedy, and visual art. The book’s illustrator, Mark Hoffmann,
demonstrates how music notes can become characters with personalities and expressive emotions. Creativity is an essential life skill
that helps everyone reach their full potential. Starting this special week with a focus on how artistic self-expression connects with
social and emotional learning and a sense of belonging is a wonderful way to boost students’ confidence and growth mindsets.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES—Students will:

- explore the power of creativity and self-expression as ways to share feelings and connect with others,

- reflect on social and emotional experiences that evoke feelings such as belonging, being appreciated, and the realization that
we are all needed for our unique contributions,

- learn about music terminology in a playful and engaging way,

. reflect on the importance of curiosity and creativity in all the arts, including visual art, music, drama, humor, storytelling, and
puppetry, and

. draw music notes as characters who have personalities and/or create an original design for a guitar face.
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Using the Music Notes with Personality Thinking Sheet, students will CONNECT their personal
experiences with how Half Note felt at the beginning of book The Note Who Faced the Music.
Half Note’s concerns include feeling isolated and underappreciated. The note’s
emotions might mirror students’ desire to fit in, be seen and heard, and have an
overall sense of belonging. The book’s playful use of musical puns can help students
think about how positive mindsets, empathy, and humor can help everyone
“change their tune,” “measure up,” and “strike an impressive chord.”

Students will RESPOND to the idea that music notes could become story characters who
radiate personality and express emotions. Encourage students to focus on the shape of the
music notes and discuss the features that indicate the note’s length of time. After exploring
the physical structure of music notes, encourage students to consider a variety of possible emotions
a character might feel. The Thinking Sheets suggest examples such as proud, surprised, disappointed, /X@\ /t!?‘{
determined, and underappreciated—but there are many other emotions students can identify 7/ )
and use in their art. & \v

Students will CREATE a music note that radiates a personality, keeping intact the note’s structure
that determines how long its sound lasts. Encourage students to explore a variety of facial expressions
and what might appear to be body postures for their character. Subtle changes in how wide eyes are
drawn open or drawn apart from each other, as well as the way eyebrows arch or furrow can express
emotions. Ask students to use colors in expressive, yet not stereotypical ways. For example, blue can
be used in a joyous expression and does not need to imply the character is “feeling blue.”

When students have completed their characters, ask them to PRESENT the art and describe their creative process.
Have students take turns playing the role of conductor, as seen in the book, and explore how the music notes’
personalities impact an imaginary musical performance. Would the joyous and proud music notes sound more
prominent while the heartbroken or anxious notes sound like whispers in comparison? Have students dramatize an
informal social situation where the notes interact. Ask them to improvise dialogues between the characters and use
different voice qualities and accents to represent different characters. Encourage students to weave humor into the
characters’ conversations, building upon the clever music puns in the book.
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Using the Original Guitar Faces Thinking Sheet, ask students to RESPOND to guitar music by visualizing what
various sounds feel like and might look like in art. If there is time, it is great to start with a body movement
exercise before they visualize sounds in sketches. Ask students to stand as they are
able and extend their arms or legs, as they stay within a self-space that does not
interfere with others. As they listen to guitar music ask them to move in ways
that the sounds inspire. After the movement
experience discuss the words used in visual

art, known as the principles of design: rhythm,
pattern, balance, emphasis, harmony, variety, and
movement. Ask them how those same words apply
to the sounds they heard.

Guitar art by Kate Micucci

w/\ Students will CREATE an original design they envision for a guitar face.
s Encourage them to use line, shape, form, color, value, texture, and space in their design and point out that

these terms are known as art elements. The guitar faces that Kate Micucci designed may inspire students.
Remind them to create their own original art and not try to imitate what others have drawn.
Artistic self-expression is something very personal and is a way to showcase individual ideas.
Students can decide if their art will be representational or abstract. They may want
to sketch some rough drafts before creating the art in the guitar template

on the Thinking Sheet.
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259 . As students PRESENT their guitar face designs, have them describe their image,

~ what inspired this design, and the relationships between visual art and music—

fields that share much of the same vocabulary found in the art elements and
principles of design.

Help students CONNECT the creative processes involved in making as well as appreciating music and visual
art. How are both forms of self-expression guided by creative mindsets and influenced by culture, tradition,

and innovation? Extend the conversation to help students find parallels and interactions between music, visual
art, and the other art forms discussed in the video: drama, comedy, storytelling, puppetry, and dance.
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K After students have completed these activities, provide time for them

to REFLECT on what they have learned about creativity and the arts.
Ask them to imagine why Crayola and Martin Guitar might be so
passionate about inspiring creative mindsets and offering students
creative experiences. Discuss the opportunity that Martin Guitar and Crayola are
offering to schools that participate in Crayola Creativity Week to enter the Colorful
Chords Sweepstakes. Ten United States schools will win junior Martin Guitars that
have customized faces featuring student artwork. There are runner-up prizes and art =&
supplies to win too! Review the sweepstakes and decide if your learning community will enter by searching
for Crayola Colorful Chords Sweepstakes or visiting colorfulchordssweepstakes.squarespace.com
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Note for teachers and parents: ‘&L‘I / Lea rning
For more creative inspiration and hands-on explorations ~ -
go to Crayola.com/CreativityWeek . ..
To share student artwork on social media please post using Color lnSp'res Creatlwty

#CrayolaCreativityWeek Teacher’s Guide
- 2 - ©2025 Crayola



